Ty eS eee TED Era ERY YS ee 
: - X nik ig al 


Affairs of FRANCE: 


With Obfervations on Transactions at Home. 


Saturday, November 17. 170$. 


having been filenc’d in the Out-cry 
raifed about the Churches Danger, by 
her Majefty’s moft Gracious Speech, and 


if Have obferv’d that thofe People, who 


who for a time had no more to fay, be. 


gin tu open upon that Head again, froma 
Cavil they raife at a Claufe in the Addrefs 
of the Houfe of Commons ; fo willing are 
finking Difputants to lay hold of the leaft 
Twig to buoy up a Drowning Caute. 

The words of the Addrefs are thus: We 
cannot without Indignation refict, Tht there 
fhould bz any fo Malicious as to Infinuate, 
That th: Church of England, as by Law E 
fiablifhed, is or ever can be in Danger for 
Want of your Majefty’s Care and Zeal to 
Support and Maintain it. ; 

From whence thefe worthy Gentlemen in- 
fer, That tho’ the Church cannot be in any 
Danger ‘rom any want of her Majefty’s Care 
and Z2al, yet the Church may be in Dan- 
ger from the Dijeuters, who, fay they, 
are daily encroaching upon us, and may in 
time overturn both Chusch and State, as 


once they did, and what bas been, may bes 
and thus they think they are.authorized fill 
to poffefs their Hearers with Apprehenfi- 
ons of the Churches Danger. 

Now as her Majefty has however gain’d 
one Point, viz. That the Church is not ia 
any Danger from the want of Care and 
Zeal on her Majefty, which they” cannot 
now without Blufhes pretend to. 

Give this Paper leave, my Lords and 
Reverend Fathers. of the Convocation, to 
attempt to clear up the other part of the 
matter, ad to prove that in the nature of 
the thing it cannot be fo. 

I fhall begin to argue this from a Simi- 
ly, which, tho’ it differs in one fingle’Cir. 
cum Rance,wiil exaétly Chime in aH the reft. 

The City of Hamburgh is a Free Imperial 
City, Rich and Powerjul, and abjolutely in- 
dependent of all the Powers it is environ’d 
with; fubje&ed to no Government but 
that of its own Senate, fome final] Engage- 
ments to tbe Imperial Conftitutions except. 
ed. Ithas fpr its too powerful Neighbours 
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and no extraordinary Friends, the Dune, 
the Swede, the Fruffian, and the Lunen- 
Eurgkers 3 citlier of thefe refpettive Row- 
ers feverally confidered, are able at any 
time to opprefs and fubdue the A’ambur- 
ghers; and in this Cafe only the Parallel w 
not xa: But if any one of thefe Princes, 
as all in their Turn bave, at any time attempt 
to Invade, Encroach upon, or Opprefs the 
Hamburghers, they are certain of Aid from 
all the reft, as was particularly feen in the 
Tate Attempt made upon them by the 
King of Denmark: The-Reafon is alfo as 
plain as the Faét 3 there are none of thefe 
Princes and Powers but would be glad of 
this Sweet Morfelco be added to their Do- 
minions, the Revenue of which is fo con- 
fiderable; but the Intereft of all the reft 
forbid it, fince it would immediately add 
too much to the Power of that Party that 
fhould poflefs 5 and this has all along been 
the Security of the Hamburghers. 1 might 
bring the Duke of Savoy, the Swifs Cantons, 
the City of Genevz, the Duke of Tafcany, 
and feveral other of the lefler Powers of 
Europe, to illuftrate this, but I think ’tis 
neediefs; the Cafe of the City of Strasburgh’s 
being devour'd by the Frenck, for want of 
the Neighbourhood of like Equality is a 
farther Confirmation of the matter. 

If I prove that in like manner the difcor- 
ding Interefts of the Difzmters in England 
are equally in their Degree the Security 
of the Church of England; I mean as far 
concerns themfelves, and the Churches 
Danger from them: I think I fhall make 
good what Ihave undertaken, in as ample 
Manner as I have pretended, and I claim 
to be heard inthat refpeét firft. 

The Diffenters,however, contidered under 
one Denomination, are not, nor ever were 
in England, one United Body; they differ 
in Intereft, as they difcord in Opinion; 
the Charity they profefs, even one for anc- 
ther, does not abound ; they never a&ted 
by Concert in any one thing as I remember; 
Aay,not univerfally,no not in the Revolution. 

Impolitickly enough for them, they keep 
no general Correfpondence ; they aét in no- 
thing as a Body; their Funds, General 
Provifions, both for their Miniftry and their 
Poor, areas diftin® from, and unconcern’d 
with one another, as theirs and the Acman 
Catholicks are; their Principles in feveral 
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Refpeéts differ as much one from another, 
as aay of them do from the ,Church. In 
fhort, they are not a Body; they ‘are a 
difpers'd Multitude, without Form, wichove 
Engagement, without Correfpondence, and 
indeed without Agreement, I hope they 
are not without Charity one for another 5 
and I think their own Suiferings may have 
taught them Moderation. . : 

The prefent Circumftances of the Difen- 
ters thus confider’d ; pardon me, my Lords, 
if fuppofe, what I fhall at any time join 
with a Prayer againft, to be put i.a Pa- 
renthefis, GOD FORBID; but I hope, for 
Argument-fake, I may be allow’d to fup- 
puofe what may never come to pals, viz. 
That it was to be put to the Difenters in 
England to chole a Succeffor to the Crowa. - 

I would leave it now tu the worft Enemy 
the Diffenters have in England to determine, 
who can they imagine they would all agree 
to choofe ? 

The Diffenters, as before, are chiefly di- 
vided into Four Sorts: Let us ring the 


“ Changes upon them a little ; the Preshyserias 


would never agree it fhould be an Jndepen- 
dent, for he was once tofs'd out of the Sad-_ 
dle by him before, and the Fure Divine 
of Presbytery horridly maul'd by old Milton, 
in his {colding Epiftles tothe Presbytery of 
Belfaft in Ireland, See Col. Milton’s Let. 
ters, fol. 365. where the Independent re- 
proaches him with as much Idolatry and 
Bigottry,.as ever he did the Church, and 
his Government every jot a$ intollerable. 

The /ndependent would no more vote for 
a PresSyterian King, for the fame Reafon; 
National Churches and Coertions. being 
once intolerable to them, and direétly cone 
trary to their Profeffion of Gofpel-Liberty. 
~ Both thefe together would refufe an A- 
nabapti(t, who, if he was to Govern them, 
however moderate he might be as to Cue 
ertion, would however. Efteem all thele 
that refufed to join in re-baptizing their 
adult Members, unquallitied for ; and at leaft 
refufe them their Communion. 

Thefe three would never agree to choofe 
a Quakers and, if they did, if he were 
true to his Profeffion, he could never ao~ 
gree to accept it; becaufe he could not 
perform the Executive Part of Government, 
nor defend himfelf againft the Breakers. of 
the Publick Peace. 
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enone of thefe will take what I fy 


aciples} [ am -difcourfing of them, as 
they relpeet one another. I hope they are 
ail four Chriftiaas, and regarding their {e- 
veral Profeffions ; Religioufly contidered, 
I have nothing to fay ; bur it is far. froma 


_ Refleétion, to fay that in Civil Refpeés 
' they can never correfpond, or. at leaft 
nor fo, as to be content ro come under the 


Dominion of one another. 
If the Independent were ask’d, Who will 


- you have to Reign over you, a Presbyterian 
or a Churchman? Ke would Anfwer, We 
- fee little Difference, and think “tis at leaft 
as well where it is; if the Presbyterian 
were ask’d the like of the Jndependent, he 
would fay, rarber where it is, for it would 


orfe. 
Tue Alternative would be the fame, in 
the Cafe of the Avabaptift. and the Presby- 
seriau, and ftill worfe with the Quaker, and 


the Presbyterian. 


Where then would the Choice lie, bring 
a Church of England Alan to them, and put 
the Queftion to them all, only affuring 
them, he was a Man of Temper, Modera- 
tion and Charity, that hated Perfecution 
asa thing Unnatural, againft his Confci- 
ence, and againft the Chriftian Religion in 
general; that would ftudy the Peace of the 
Nation, and Maintain General Liberty ; I 


think I may Appeal to the worft Enemy 


the Diffentershave, whether they would not 
Univerfally give theic Votes for him? 
Jn the next place, I think ’tis plain, that if 
this would not be their. Choice, it muft 
proceed from their being Blind to theirown 


- Intereft, depriv’d of their Common Facul- 


ties, and having loftall their Politick Pow- 
ers 3 and, Gentlemen, if they are all turn’d 
Fools or Mad Men, then youare in 0 Dau- 
ger again on tbe orber band ; for no Concert, 
no Union, no Confederacy can ever be 
form’d, to fignifie any thing among Jdeots, 


or Lunaticks. 


It will be eafily allow’d me, I find, that 
the Diffenters, generally {peaking, would 
neither fort of them, come under the Scan- 
dalof Folly or Lunacy and Abftratted from 
that, I believe Iam not to be reprov’d, for 


 faying, if it was in their Power to Chofe a 
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as any Satyr upon. them or their _ 


man, a Man of 
that kad no Government of bimvelf, could 


ong Sa 


King for this Nation, they would all a° 


gree he fhould be a . Moderate Churchman 3 


a Church Man, with his Senfes in i 
Candid and » with his Senfes in Exercité, 
and his Eyes open to the General’ Iutereft 
of England. a — 
Tallow, they would from the fame Ute of 
their Realon, pg Neo a High Church. 
ty and Heat; a Man 


never be quallif'd to Govern them 3 and a 


'.Thoufand Reafons, which are too long to 


Repeat, would determine them another 
way; but they would all cercainly join in 
Choting.a Church of England King. ; 

If this be not allow’d me, I defire tohave: 
the Negative made probable, for moreI 
do not demand; and if it be allow’d me, 
then I refer back tothe Inftance of the Ci- 
ty of Hamburgh ; there lies the Security of 
the Church of England; the Difcording Ine 
terefts of the Differ putting them out 
of apoffibility of agreeing, which of them 
fhould Reign, moft certainly determines - 
them in the Intereft of the Church. 

They would doubtlefs all agree to have 
Liberty Eftablifh’d by Law, and perhaps 
might moft of them be more willing, to 
have their Liberty given by the Church, 
than they would be, to give it one another; 
but that once fecur’d, and fome few D2- 
mands as to Sacramental Tefts, and thie 
like 3 they would moft certainly all of 
them agree, to have the Government in 
the hands of the Church, ; 

I confefs to me ’tis plains ’tis the Inte- 
reft of the Diffenters, to have the Govern: 
ment in the Hands of the Church of Eng- 
Jand, with a due Liberty; and I cannot 
with for the Diffenters to {ce it otherwife ;. 
unlefs I faw them otherwife affeéted, one 
towards another: And if this be fo———I¢ 
brings me to the great Queftion. ? 

How then is it pofible, the Church can 
be in any Danger from the Diffenters ? 
Can they be likely to pull Down the 
Church, who, if it wereleft to their Choice, 
would put the Government into the hands 
of the Church, and whofe Intereft it is to 
have them always uppermoft? ‘tis a Contre- 
diétion in its felf, and too Ridiculous to re- 
quire any. Anfwer. 
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| I would not doublethe Arguinents, and — 


fill an Addrefs of this Nature, with Tau- 
tologies and [mpertinence; it feems plain 
from hence, that the prefent Circumfances 
of the Diffensers in England, are fo iar from 
being Dangerous to the Church, that they 


really are the Churches Security 5 and tis pe 


Impofhble it fhould be otherwife. 

To-fay thefe Difcording Interefts may = 
gree, as differing Interefts fall in again 
a Common Enemy, is to fay nothing 4 for 
the Probability lies direétly agaiaft it, and 
the contrary has a Noted Example in the 
Late Civil Wars, Rebeliion I thould call 
it, or Mr. Rebearja} will be Angry- 

The Difenters bad the Power by Con- 
queft, they were not divided intu feparate 
Sets as now, but as interefts did divide 
them, they immediately Clath’d, Pull'd one 
another to Peices, and the Etfeet natural- 
ly Revolv’d toa Reftoration of the Church; 
and I amof the Opinion, it would be next 
to an Impoffibility for any Man, to con- 
cert a Union among thefe four forts, that 
would fo pleafe them, and make thei ¢a- 
fie in Matters of Government, like what 
they would findin the Church. 

Where now is the Danger of the Church 
of England, from Proteftant Diffenters? 
or what are you in Danger of! As to aCom- 
mon Wealth, that Matter is quite worn 
threadbear, ’tis plain ; not one Difenter in 
a hundred, approves it, isas plain: [hey are 
all convine’d, che Government of England, 
by a Limited Monarchy, is the beit and 
moft fuited to the Genius, as well a’ Con: 
venience of the Englijh Nation; and when 
they did form a Common Wealth, they 
were forced to come to the Medium of a 
Single Adminiitration. : 

Thus let the Argument be turn’d and 
twifted never fo many ways, “tis the lame 4 
there can be no real Danger of the Church 
or State from the Ditknters 5 all the Out- 
cri¢s of that Nature are meer Trick, State 
Policy, aod empty Pretences without Ground 
or Sigaification ; and 1 doubr not but they 
wilt in time appear fo. 

ADVERTSSEMENTS. 
Books in Folio, fold by Jeffery Wale, at the An 

gel in St, Pusal’s Church Yard. 
A X. Bibliotheca Patrum cr, Antiq. 27 
Vol. Grotius de Jure Belli & Pacis 3 


ra Anatomica & Ettmulleri 
3 Vol. 


Lately Publisvd, 


‘THE Frauds and Villanies of the Pref 
Practice of Phyfick, and the Raric 
and Sincere Practice Compar’d. With a New 
Philofophy of the Principles of the Air, th. 
neceflary and greateft Nutriment of the Blo 
and Spirits; of the Principles of all Animals. 

and Vegetables fupported by many Obferya- 
tions and Experiments; of the Preparations 
by Diftillation and Infufion, and the different _ 
Ufes of them in all Difeates. By R, Pitt, M.D. 
Fellow of the so of Phyficians, andthe 
Royal Society, Phyfician of St. Bartholo- | 

mew’s Hofpital. Sold by Edward Bremfter, at 
the Crane in St, Fuss Church-yard, 1795. 


ASSE’s Elixir for the Gout and Rheuma- _ 

tifm ; for the Cholick, Stone, Gravel, 

and Ulcers in the Bladder and Kidneys; afure 
Remedy for the Dry-Gripes in the Weft-In- _ 
dies. Price Three Shillings the Half-pint,with — 

Printed Dircctions. Sold by Mr. James Atkin- 


fon, near Cherry-Garden Stairs, Rotherhith. _ 


Mr. John Rogers, Stationer, near the Tower, 
At Brightman’s Coffee-houfe near Wapping 
Old-Stairs. At Nando’s Coffee-houfe near 
Temple-Bar. At North’s Coffee-houfe in 
King-ftreet. Mr. George Flower, Inftrument- 
maker, near Cock-hill. Mr. John Thornton, 
in the Minories. Mr. Richard Mount, Stati- 
oner, on Tower-hill. Mr. Baker, Bookfeller, 
at Mercers Chappel. Mr. Clark, Bookfeller, 
in Birchin-lane. At Jones’s Coffec-houfe in 
Finch-lane. Mrs. Bond, next Door to Man’s 
Coffec-houfe near Whitehall. Ives’s Coffee. 
houfe in Bartholomew-lane. Mr. Billingsley, 
under the Royal-Exchange. At Oliver's Cof 
fec-houfe, at Weftnrniter-hall Gate. Mrs. 
Miller, Millincr, at the Red M. in Pope’s-head 
Alley. Mr. Waley, at the Magpye without 
Bithopfgate. Roc’s Coffee-houfe, at the © 
Bridge-foot in Southwark. At the Admiralt 
Coftee-houfe. S. Malthus in London-houfé — 
sei and at his own Houfe in Clements- — 
ane. 
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